The in vitro activity of five antibiotics against 368 strains of Escherichia coli was determined by use of Mueller-Hinton agar and Oxoid sensitivity test medium. Minimal inhibiting concentrations were essentially identical with both media.
A recent investigation of the quantitative antibiotic susceptibility of Escherichia coli using Oxoid sensitivity test agar indicated a significant increase in the prevalence of kanamycin-resistant strains (1) . That report prompted a study to determine whether the increase in kanamycin resistance was due to an inhibitory effect of the medium on kanamycin activity against E. coli or was indeed a reflection of an increase in the prevalence of resistant strains.
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